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Pleasley Parish Council

Notice ofconclusion of audit
AnnualGovernance &Accountability Returnfortheyearended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2)and25of the Local Auditand AccountabilityAct 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and AuditRegulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1.

2.

(a)

(b)

The auditofaccounts for Pleasley ParishCouncil for theyearended 31March 2026has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance &
Accountability Return including the auditor'scertificate and opinionis available for

inspection and copying by any localgovernment elector of the area of Pleasley ParishCouncil on application
to:

IAN LOECKES, CLERK TO THe Cou NciLPLEnsl/PaRsItcouNCiL,THE VeRNEV, 3 NENBOUNDML ANEPEaEY,0A NSn€,Na)4 ��

�b23s/9786CLeRKoPlEnsLePA?)S+CoUMCL.aov. �K

4An--5 �H

Notes

Thisnotice and Sections 1, 2 &3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publcation on the smaller

authoritys website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for;the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b)Insertthe hours during which
inspection rightsmay be
exercised

3 Copies willbe provided to any local government elector of the area onpayment of £10p(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) IAN OEEKES ClERK TD THE CoUNC)L

Date of announcement: (e)

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for

copying costs

(d)Insertthe name and position of

person placing the notice

(e) Insertthe date of placing of the
notice

www.pkf-l.com



Annual InternalAudit Report 2025/26

www.pleasleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pleasley Parish Council

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authoritv's internal auditor acting independentlyand on thebasis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance wth the relevant proceduresandcontrols in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit concusions are summarised in this table. Setout below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in allsignificant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequateto meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective
|Not

A. Appropriate accounting records havebeen properly kept throughout the financial year.

YienN eovereg"

B. This authority complied with its financlal regulations, paymentswere supported by invoices, allexpenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
C. This authority assessed the slgnificant risks to achieving its objectlves and reviewed the adequacyof arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress againstthe budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.
E. Expectedincome was fully received, basedon correct prices, properly recorded and promptlybanked;and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F.Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved andVAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were pald in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.
I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year wero prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts

and payments or incomeand expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exemptfrom a limited assurance review in 2024/25, itmet the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (fthe authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covered)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2026/26 AGAR period,
were public rights n relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or

authority approved minutos confirming the datos se).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
(seeAGAR Pege 1 GuldanceNotes).

O. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data
complianco.

P. (Forlocal councils only)

Trustfunds (including charitable) -The council met itsresponsibilities as a trustee.

Forany other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intornal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

21/05/2026 29/05/2026 31/05/2026 G Turmer

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit Grtumr Date

"1f tho rosponso ls 'no' ploaso state the impllcatlons and action being taken to address any weakness in control ldentifled (add
separate shoets if needed).

"Note; f the response is 'not coyered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when itis next planned; or.
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explaln why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1- Annual Governance Statement 2025120

Weacknowledgeasthe members of:.

PLEASLEY PARISH COUNCIL

esponsbilty forensuring thatthere is a soundsystem of intermal control, includingarrangements for

Dreparation of the Acoounting Statements. We confirmn, to the best of our knowedge and belie,with
respect to the Accounting Staterments for the year ended 31 March 2026,that

Agreed

Yes Yes'mears thaf thG JUthorty

1.Wehave put in place arangements for effedive financal pmpared Rs bccounbing statements in accordan�
managerment duning he year, and for the preparation cf with the Acoounts andAudt Regulations.the accountirg statements

2We maintained an adequate systerm of internal contral madeproper arrangermerts and scoepted responabltyindudngmeasures designed to prevenl and detect fraud lorsafeguarding the publc money and resouroes inandcoupton andrevieed ts efectveness tscharge.
2. Wehave assured ourseves that there are no maters has onty done what R has the legalpower todoandhasfacual or potenal non-conplanc with laws, compliedwlth Proper Practices indoing s0.
regulatons and PToper Pradoes that could have a
Sgncant frandial effect an the ablty df this
autharity b condut tsbusiness ormanagets
francs

4 Weponded proper opporunity during the year far during the year gavelpersons interested the opportunily toheextrcse of eferdors nghts in accordanca with the
inapect and ask questons about this authoriys accounta

requirerments ofheAccounts and Audt Regations5Wecared out an asseessment d te reks facing �s considered and documented the fnencielandother riskt
athorty and took appropiate steps tomanagethose facesanddealf with them propety
rsis, induding the introducion of internal controls andlar
ertemal irsurance over where required

6 We maintauned throughaut the year an adequate and arangod for a competent person, independent of the fnanciel
effecve sstem ointermal audt of the acOunting controls and procedures, ogivoanabjecthvevow onwhether
records and contral systerns hternal controls meet the noeds of this smaler authority.

7.We tock appropriate acton on al maters rased responded to matter brought to ts atenticon byintermat and
in repors from internal and etermal audt etermal audit

B.We considered whether any itigation, labltes ar dscosed everything tshould havbout tsbuninoss ectMiy
cormmements, evernts or transactons, ocoing ether

Cunng oaer the year-end, have a fnancal impact an

during the year incuding events taking plece afierihe year
end frelevant

his authority and. where appropnate, have incuded them

in the accounting staterTents

9. (For local councils ony) Trust unds incuding

charitable. in our capacity as the sole managing

Yes No NA has metP�esponsbltes where,as a body
coporato, isasole menegng tusted �e bca

trustee we discharged our accountability trust or trusts.

responsibilites for the fund(syassets, including

financial reporting and, iM required, independent
examination or audr

10. We have put in place arrangerents for the effectve IT has mede sultable arrangements for lts IT and data

and data managementnaccodanca th proper management and has complied with proper pracices in
practtcs during the year undee review daing so.

*Please provide explanationsto the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No'response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses iderntified. These sheets must be publishedwiththe Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statementwasapproved ata |Signed by the Chair and Clerk ofthe meeting where

meeting of the authonty on approval was given:

29/06/2026

and recordedas minute reference: Chair

0606/124
Clerk Ihet

wwW.PLEASLEYPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
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Section 2-Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

PLEASLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending Noles andguidance

31 March 31 March Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any

2025 2026 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All ligures

1. Balances brought

must agree lo undertying financial records.

forward
Tolal balances and reserves at the boginning of the year

11,694 6,609 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
to Box 7of previous year.

Levies
Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)

95,580 105,138|receved orreceivable in tho year. Exdude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income orrecejpts asrecorded in the cashbook less

46,645 26,135 the precopt orrateslevies received (ine 2). Incude any
grants received.

4.(-) Staff costs
Total expenditure orpayments made toand on behalf

54,580 56,129
of allemployees. Incude gross salaries and wages,

sNicontributions, ermployers pensionemployers

contnibutions, gratuibies andseverance payments
5. (-)Loan interes/captal Total expenditure orpayments of capital andinterest

repayments
� made during the year on the authoniys borowings (fany).

6. (-)Al other payments Total expenditure orpayments as recorded in the cash
92,731 64,733 bookless staffcosts (ine 4) andloan interestUcapital

repayments (line 5).

7. (-) Balances camed Total balances andreserves at the endof the year.
forward 6,609 17,020 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all curent and deposit bankaccounts, cash
short ten investments 6,609 17,020 holdings andshort term investments held as at 31 March

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total foxed assets plus

1,138,433
The value of all the propety the authority owns-itimade

long termm investrments 744.840 up ofall its fxed assets and long tern investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from thid parties (induding PWLB).

For Local Councils Only Yes No

11 Do the figures in the
For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33

accounting slatements above

exdudeany trust transactions?

l certify that for the year ended 31 March2026 the Accounbng l confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance andAccountability approved by this authority on this dale:
Retun have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

as o6]aoQ4
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Governanceand Accountability for Smaller Authorities -a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position of this authority. asrecorded in minute reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 0606/124
presented to the authority for approval.

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Date
29/06/2026
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Section 3-External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respectof Ploasley Parlsh Councll -DE0178

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditorand the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limitod assuranco rovlow is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with

International Standardson Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it doos not provide the same level of assurance that such an

audit would. The UK Govemment has deteminedthat a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Returm in accordancewith NAO Auditor Guidance Note02(AGN02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the

Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is avallable fromthe NAO website - htps:/www.nao.org. uk/code-audit

practice/guidance-and-infomation-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequateand effective and that it has a sound

system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordancewith
ProperPractices which:

•summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026: and

*confims and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26
ECeptfor the matters reported below .onthe basis Oolour review o� Socons 1and 2of the Anmual Govemance and Accountabliy Retum (AGAR)

ur opinion the infomation in Sections 1 and 2of the AGARIS in accordance with Proper Praclices andnoolher matters have cometo our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR wasnot accurately completed before submission for review:

The smaller authority has not restated the prior year figure when revaluing assets in Section 2, Box 9. Please note that the

Practitioners' Guide allows smaller authorities to use any reasonable valuation method, provided that the prior year figure

is restated for consistency and comparability.

Section 1, Box 9 and Section 2 Box 11 of the AGAR have not been completed. The smaller authority has confirmed that it is

not a sole managing trustee and the responses should be N/A'and 'yes", respectively.

|Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3External auditorcertificate 2025/26
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2026.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature Date 17/09/2026
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